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FOR PEACE IN KOREA 


By any valid Christian standard modern war is the most colossal 
social sin we know. No bill of particulars is necessary to prove it. 

The folly, the futility, as well as the incredible fiendishness of it 
are all brought into sharp and shocking focus right now—in Korea. 

Think of this appalling modern massacre of the innocents—two 
interminable years of it—slaughtering thousands of human beings, 
shattering cities and villages; making everything a shambles! “Oper- 
ation—Killer!”’ 

It is the professed business of the Christian Church to promote 
righteousness—and to that end we are called upon to repent of our 
sins and pray for forgiveness. 

But repentance means nothing but compounded moral corruption 
if we persist in repeating the sin we arésupposed to repudiate. 

Forgiveness is utterly impossible unless we quit the sin we are 
committing. 

Then why is there not a universal cry arising from all the Chris- 
tian Churches that this shameless sin of the rape of Korea be 
stopped? 

Is it because we don’t know how to stop it? Are we afraid to 
make an honest try—lest we be called “subversive,” or “Communist 
sympathizers,” by those who insist it is the only way to block Russia 
and who cynically admit that such a war is now necessary to main- 
tain our economy? 

“God, forgive us!” we cry. But that’s blasphemy—unless we quit 
our sinning. But we are all involved one way or another. How can 
we quit? 

If our consciences were really stirred and our courage restored 
could we not start a sort of spiritual ground—swell of protest 
against the universal apathy of the people and our continued acqui- 
escence in the sin? 

Could we not together insist that the so-called “peace talks” be 
engaged in by authorized civilians who are trained in the art of 
Cteative negotiation and who are skilled in achieving some sort of 
tational, working agreement? 

And instead of continuing the mutual murdering that is now 
going on—a condition hardly conducive to intelligent understanding 
—let there be a call for an immediate “cease-fire” in that already 
too tortured land. 

We call upon the government of the United States and all other 
governments involved to order a cease-fire at once in Korea; and 
after cease-fire to negotiate peace through trained civilian personnel, 
and not through military channels. ae 

We call upon all Methodist ministers to arouse their congrega- 
tions and communities to demand that war cease at once in Korea, 
and to have them press government officials to that end. 

We call upon each individual Christian—and especially upon 
each who bears the name Methodist—to make the cessation of this 
massacre in Korea his or her major social concern until it has been 
achieved. We call upon each to use voice, and pen, and prayer, and 
_ ballot, and personal influence in this mass effort. “The life you save 
is precious to some family—and to God.” 


To M.ES.A., 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11,N. Y. 
| I approve the Executive Committee action on Korea [] 


Idisapprove. 0 
I vee written the President and Presidential Candidates, 


urging that they take, and act on, the same stand. 

I am working in my local church and community to 
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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial mem- 
bership organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense 
of soctal obligation and opportunity to study, from the Christian 
boint of view, soctal problems and their solutions; and to promote 
Social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation rejects the 
method of the struggle for profit as the economic base for society 
and seeks to replace it with social-economic planning to develop a 
society without class or group discriminations and privileges. In 
seeking these objectives the Federation does not commit its mem- 
bers to any specific program, but remains an inspirational and edu- 
cational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 
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COMMITTEE ACTS 


FOR NEW NAME AND OFFICE 


At its September 2 meeting, the first since General Conference, 
the M.F.S.A. Executive Committee also considered and acted on the 
General Conference requests that the Federation change its name 
and office location. The Committee asked its Administrative Com- 
mittee to secure a new National Office as promptly as possible, and 
submitted to the entire M.F.S.A, voting membership a recommen- 
dation that the name be also changed. The Federation’s Constitution 
reserves to the members as a whole the power to change the organi- 
zation’s name. Since a change in name would involve a change in 
the Federation’s Constitution, a two-thirds vote in favor of such 
change is required for it to be effected. Provided there is a two- 
thirds majority for changing the name, the Executive Committee 
decided that a majority vote would be necessary for the adoption of 
any one substitute for the present name. The Committee recom- 
mended voting membership consideration of three alternatives: 
Methodists Federated for Social Action, A Fellowship of Methodists 
for a Christian Social Order, and A Fellowship for Christian Social 
Action. 


The Executive Committee also approved for submission to the 
voting membership the annual slate of nominees for Federation 
office and for Executive and National Committees. 


Noting the pending organization of the Church’s new Board of 
Social and Economic Relations, the Executive Committee extended 
greetings, best wishes, and a pledge of fraternal cooperation to the 
new Board. 


The ballot on organization name and the ballot of officer and 
committee nominees, have been mailed to all voting members for 
their action. The ballot’s nominees for Federation office are: Presi- 
dent, Bishop Edgar A. Love; Vice Presidents, Bishop John W. E. 
Bowen, and Rev. Edgar Wahlberg; Recording Secretary, Dr. Loyd 
Worley; Assistant Recording Secretary, Miss Janice M. Roberts; 
Treasurer, Rev. Lee H. Ball; Assistant Treasurer, Mr. William W. 
Reid. Bishop Francis J. McConnell, outgoing President, is nominee 
for the new post of Honorary Chairman. 


The Executive Committee meets up to four times yearly at the 
call of the President. It chooses a smaller Administrative Committee 
to meet more frequently. The larger National Committee meets an- 
nually in conjunction with the Annual Membership Meeting. The 
National Committee functions primarily through correspondence. 
All National Committee members receive minutes of each Executive 
Committee meeting; and objection to any Executive Committee 
action on the part of any five National Committee members is suffi- 
cient to require re-consideration of the action questioned. 


Members are elected to the Executive and National Committees, 
not only by the annual mail ballot sent all members, but by Stand- 
ard Chapters. Any Chapter with fifty paid-up voting membets, meet- 
ing for social action at least twice yearly, and electing its officers 
democratically, can elect directly one member to the Executive Com- 
mittee and five members to the National Committee. For this com- 
ing year, for example, the Standard Oregon chapter has already so 
elected. Memo to all M.F.S.A. Chapters: Act now to qualify as a 
Standard Chapter, and elect your Committee representatives; so they 
can function now and through the coming year. 


All ballots were mailed from the National Office, except those 
going to members in the Western Region, which were sent out by 
our Western Office, Rev. Mark Chamberlin, Associate Secretary, 
Route 3, Box 1033, Gresham, Oregon. 


Ballots were sent by first-class mail. If you did not receive your 
ballot, please send for it at once. If you ate in arrears on member- 
ship dues, please send them in. We want your vote, and we want it 
to count. Valid votes are those cast by paid-up members. . 


REPUBLICANS, DEMOCRATS AND AMOS 


By EDGAR M. WAHLBERG, Pastor, Mt. Olivet, Dearborn, Vice-President, M.F.S.A. 


The Democrats and Republicans have met, and now will seek to 
sell the Nation their platforms and candidates. nee 

Both platforms emerged out of compromise, and are lacking in 
the high moral quality and prophetic judgment and vision that are 
essential in the conflicts of our day in history. We have only to turn 
to Amos and his leadership to appreciate the truth of our present 
dilemma. 

Israel was enjoying a period of expansion and prosperity. Assyria, 
a great power, had delivered a crushing blow against Damascus, an- 
other great power, but was unable to follow up its military advan- 
tages. This created a vacuum wherein the Israelites took over and 
consolidated and extended their boundaries. 


The victorious Israelites were filled with pride in the army and its 
accomplishments. They talked enthusiastically about the swiftness 
and effectiveness of their bowmen and cavalrymen, and the strength 
of their shock troops as they held their world against the encroach- 
ments of their enemies. Business was good. Merchants made money, 
and luxury was widespread among the privileged. They built winter 
and summer houses furnished with silk-upholstered couches inlaid 
with ivory. They enjoyed highgrade lamb, veal, wine and oil. They 
had leisure to carouse and cultivate their pleasures and vices. Pros- 
perity and success were reflected in the national temper. No one 
seemed to be concerned about the superficial and temporary quality 
of their economic and spiritual structures. 


People were outwardly religious. They built new churches and 
gave half-hearted, habitual lip service to divine worship. They had 
the unshaken belief that God was on their side, and saw in their 
well-patronized shrines the promise of His continuing favor. Reli- 
gion conformed to the popular sentiments of the day and soft- 
pedaled a prophetic faith as related to Moses and Elijah. There was 
little conviction about the sins of war, injustice, poverty, unright- 
eousness, and compromise in high places. 

Amos testified to the ominous conditions of his day. He criticized 
the anti-social ways of the well-to-do and the privileged who seized 
every advantage by strong-arm methods to acquire wealth and 
power. He deplored the crookedness of businessmen and politicians 
and the courts that upheld them. The common people could not 
obtain justice at law. There was a general let down of inherited 
mores and values. Plain living disappeared from high places and 
was dissipated in extravagant meals and on easy couches. Women 
drank freely, and by their expensive manners of life compelled their 
husbands to increase their extortions from the poor. Government 
was costly and exorbitant and taxes intolerable. 

Religion reflected the national temper and was fearfully respect- 
ful of the harassment of the Committee on Un-Israelitish thoughts 
and activities. People did not connect the service of God with justice 
and truth and righteousness. Indeed, it was unsafe for anyone to 
speak forthrightly about the crucial problems of the poor or the 
military or the rich. Nor did they want to be reminded of those 
elements in their ancestral worship which required self-denial and 
setvice. 

There was a little man in the Judean village of Tekoa, some 
seven miles southeast of Bethlehem, a herdsman named Amos, who 
brooded over the wickedness of his day. He asked over and over one 
question: “What does God say to it?” His political excursions were 
frustrating and fruitless, but nevertheless alerted him to awful con- 
sequences of compromise and ungodly practices. Amos matured in 
the awful intelligence of divine intercourse and journeyed to the 
religious center of his land to make his pronouncements. We have 
only to read Amos to appreciate that the platforms of both of the 
major parties might have been upgraded, Amos had a political judg- 
ment and platform for our day. He spoke for God as he began his 


remarks, “Thus saith Yahweh.” “sae 


He pointed out that Israel, the most privileged of nations, was 
the chief offender. Amos had the audacity to believe that his nation 
must be the first to take the path of peace, using in place of the old, 
worn, bloody pathway of deceit and hate and killing, the spiritual 
resources of faith in all mankind. 


The super-patriots jumped to a natural conclusion and reported 
him to the authorities for conspiring against Israel. Amos retired to 
the Judean hills to consolidate his thoughts and to write out the 
record which we have of him. Read it for a refreshing insight as to 
what some Democrats and Republicans might have said. 

Amos thought of the one God as great enough to rule all man- 
kind, before whom all petty national distinctions must be dissolved. 
Otherwise, God must abdicate in favor of the strongest military 
power which was actually Assyria, and in our case the United States. 
--—__He stated God requires dusties and not sacrifice. No man of the 

_ Old Testament felt more deeply the exploitation of the poor and 
the oppressed. He pointed out that military preparedness would 
r f 
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the military in which Israel exalted. He preached repentance which 
alone could avert disaster. The sword was to be left to God. He 
emphasized that the worst calamity that could happen to Israel 
would be thought control and the cessation of prophecy. The 
authorities sought to free the land from the words of Amos, which 
were too much to bear. They were sharp words in contrast to the 
prevailing pronouncements of officials and aspiring candidates. 

Our major parties talk peace but dodge the realities of Korea— 
the fourth largest war in our history. The truce drags on in the 
stupid callousness of political and military patterns. Moral judg- 
ment, as related to dying and killing, is utterly lacking in a situa- 
tion which many believe could be stopped if we had the courage to 
take the initiative. 

Amos led the way for the most effective way of life known to 
man in which we are reminded to “Love your enemies,” Do good 
to them that persecute you,” “What is mine is yours if you need it. 

We lack the spiritual intelligence and insight of the still quiet 
voice which, in the climate of love, may direct us. In our fear and 
lies and hate, we tolerate guns, mass killing and destruction, letting 
loose the hatreds and frustrations of the world against us. We 
should help those in need. Period. Instead of just those who serve a 
political rightness, which we ourselves would have difficulty to 
define if we were Chinese or Indians or Greeks instead of Americans. 

We are expected to look with disdain on such words as “splendid 
isolation” and accept without criticism our foreign occupation of 
Korea and the killing of nearly 2,000,000 men, women and children, 
of which over 100,000 are our own boys, as enlightened inter- 
nationalism. Splendid isolationism could mean courageous coopefa- 
tion. The war in Korea can be brought to an end. The cold war 
could be at least turned to cold cooperation, if we had a measure of 
faith in love, and if we kept close to Amos’ approach and question, 
“What does God say?” of it. : 

Who can deny the superficial factors in the economic prosperity 
of the United States? Not only that it is a war economy, but also in 
its materialism and outright dependence on force. Force cannot win 
a peace. Only love can do this. Our misconception is that physical 
power comes first and love afterwards. Love does not follow con- 
quest. Military might is never the forerunner of Christianity. Chris- 
tianity is a faith in love and a morality so strong that it is sufficient 
in itself to draw the intelligence of men to peace and goodwill 
among men of goodwill. It takes more faith than is in evidence 
among so-called Christians in our day. 

Both parties evaded a forthright civil rights plank. What would 
Amos say about this? The rights of minorities are submerged in the 
fears and clashes of privilege and sectional power, and ‘white 
supremacy.” 

Amos prophesied an awful doom for the luxury-loving, military- 
minded false prosperity of his day. Amos would be as skeptical of 
ae wasteful economy of our day—wasteful of materials and human 
ives. 

Amos certainly said it. The Democrats and Republicans did not. 
Part of the fault lies in the Christian Church which doesn’t say these 
things. It should be spoken first in the church before we can expect 
it to be expressed in the political life of our nation. 

Amos’ Israel rose out of the vacuum which was the result of two 
great powers fighting it out. A generation ago England was the 
great naval power. Germany was the great land power. The strength 
of these powers was vitiated in a fruitless struggle against each other. 
The United States and Soviet Russia have emerged out of the 
vacuum of defeat to become the great powers of our day,—a day of 
promise for great moral leadership. We must see that a moral lead- 
ership that rises no higher than military requirements cannot suc- 
ceed. The future of mankind depends upon a moral leadership and 
judgment that arises out of an uncompromising faith in God as 
demonstrated in the love of Jesus. 

—From Michigan Christian Advocate. 


DO WE TREASURE OUR RIGHT TO VOTE? 


The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company is source for the fol- 
lowing statistics as to the percentages of eligible voters voting 
recently in Western countries: 
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one in which 100% of the adult members vote, and vote on that 
basis? Do you agree with Methodism’s Christian Advocate (July 31 
Editorial) that “the issue of world peace . . . is the paramount issue 
of the campaign . . . As the Bishops pointed out in their address to 
the General Conference, ‘peace is not the absence of strife, it is the 
concerted efforts of the people to get along with their neighbors and 
share mutually in lifting the levels of human life evetywhere?’” If 
so, have you taken that paramount issue into account in casting your 
vote? To develop an informed judgment on your candidates, have 
you consulted the valuable interdenominational leaflet “What Can 
Christians Do in 1952?” and the accompanying chart or 1951-52 
voting record on key issues of your and all congressmen and” Sen- 
ators? (This is available from the Board of World Peace of The 
Methodist Church, 740 Rush Street, Chicago 11, Illinois.) 


ON METHODISM’S REVISION 
OF THE SOCIAL CREED 


_ While praising Methodism’s stand on a number of social ques- 
tions, the religious publication “The Reconstructionist” commented 
critically and editorially on the action taken by the recent General 
Conference to revise the Church’s Social Creed: 5 

“The Methodists felt impelled to modify a section of the church’s 
social creed which favored “the subordination of the profit motive 
to the creative cooperative spirit.’ This phraseology was interpreted 
in some circles as condemning private enterprise and endorsing a 
socialistic form of life; and because of this clearly biased interpreta- 
tion by some people, it was deemed necessary to revise the state- 
ment as follows: “We stand for the principle of the acquisition of 
property by Christian processes, and in the right of private owner- 
ship thereof, with full acknowledgment of stewardship under God 
and accountability to Him for its use.’ 

“This vague theological commitment certainly sounds more ‘reli- 
gious,’ and will undoubtedly satisfy the critics of the first formula- 
tion. But we submit that the original statement, calling for the sub- 
ordination of the profit motive to creative cooperation, stands ethic- 
ally very high, and has the virtue of specifying what Christians 
would call ‘Christian processes’ and what Jews would call Prophetic 
religion. 

“What is particularly distressing, however, about the change in 
phraseology is the climate of opinion in our day which made neces- 
sary such a change on the part of courageous and far-sighted church- 
men. No stronger evidence is needed of the truth of the Methodists’ 
Own contention that ‘the techniques (of suppressing thought) are 
those of social rejection, calling of names...’ en they are them- 
selves called names like ‘socialist’ for preferring the cooperative 
spirit to the spirit of personal profit, they experience the full impact 
of the technique of intimidation.” 

The National M.F.S.A. 1952 Membership Meeting, just before 
General Conference, considered efforts within the church to weaken 
our Social Creed, and unanimously adopted a resolution introduced 
by an active M.F.S.A. layman, Arthur Saunders, in the form of a 
Memorial to the General Conference, as follows: = 


“We ask the General Conference of The Methodist Church to re- 


affirm the Methodist Social Creed and to continue to place it in the 
Discipline of The Methodist Church.” 


INDIA LETTER 


By Stewart Meacham, Methodist Missionary and M.F.S.A. Member 
India looked awfully good to us when we arrived. On the way we 


made a few cargo stops at Middle Eastern ports, and the feverish, 


pent up feeling in some of those countries with their heavily veiled 
women, their bitter extremes of fabulous wealth and abject poverty, 
and even in some cases, human slavery, was quite disturbing. There 
are bitter extremes here in India too, but there is also a sense of 
national pride and responsibility and a spirit of freedom. ; 
Not infrequently one hears foreigners say that Gandhiism died 
with Gandhi. Yet all over the country, if the news reports are accu- 
rate, “satyagraha” is the method used to bring pressure upon the 
- Government on all sorts of issues. 
The pressing need that touches all Indians is for more medical 
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better food and better houses 

Another burning issue is education both for children and adults. 
- We have been helping out in adult literacy classes sponsored by the 
Language School, and it is an exciting thing to see the sweepers, 
coolies, cooks and villagers, some of them white-haired, making 
‘quite rapid progress. y 
-~ One other impression is that while India greatly needs construc- 
‘ ical assistance, many of the “more advanced” nations need 
dia’s poise and capacity to rely bee eee sachee ee oer 
No forei wer ever again will be able to say of India “She 
oo, oo for all of the nations of the earth 
One feels strongly that that is how 


is ours.” But the way is wide 
Saale her “She is our friend.” 


dia wants it. The peace of the world may well depet upon the 
to which other great nations are able to share attitude. 


facilities of all kinds, And this is related, of course, to the need for 


31 


PERSONS BEFORE PROFITS 


Social Action in Oregon 
Prompted by a Portland dock strike of the crew of the Liberian 
flag steamship, ‘Riviera,’ Oregon churchmen and M.F.S.A. leaders 
made first-hand investigation and subsequent public expose of the 
shocking and inhuman working conditions which led to the strike. 

Church leaders initiating this social action project in Portland 
were: Rev. Mark A. Chamberlin, Rev. John W. Reed, Rev. Albert 
Wilson, and Rey. Allen C. Lambert—the first three being Oregon 
Federation Chapter officers. Rev. Mark Chamberlin is the elected 
representative of the Standard Oregon Federation Chapter to the 
M.F.S.A. Executive Committee. Brother Wilson is also President of 
the Portland Ministerial Fellowship. 

Making their public statement “in the interests of the general 
welfare and of better maritime conditions for America and for all 
other nations,” the ministers concluded that: 

“Grievances of the crew afe, in most instances, well founded. 
There has been no indication on the part of owners or officers of 
readiness to negotiate differences with the crew. Most religious 
bodies in cooperation with good trade union practice call for some 
form of collective bargaining in such cases... 

“One of the most serious aspects of the whole affair is the menace 
of registering ships under a flag other than the country of the 
owners.” 

The ministers cited evidence from Mr. Drew Pearson that owners 
resort to foreign registry of their merchant ships to enhance their 
profits, though human welfare suffers. The foreign registry arrange- 
ment enhances owner profits in three ways: “Dollars earned under 
foreign flags are almost always 100% tax free . . . In the second 
place, crews work for greatly reduced wages, and costs, due to low 
dietary standards, are much lower. The third reason is safety stand- 
ards are much lower. Owners save considerable as they are not 
required to install expensive safety equipment.” 

Citing the “Riviera” as an example of foreign registry, the min- 
isters discovered: “Wages on the ‘Riviera’ are from $90 to $100 
per month with no clothes or equipment furnished. The working 
day is from 12 to 14 hours and longer . . . Articles of agreement 
are not posted as is the usual custom. The food is extremely poor 
with scanty portions served. In one case the pork ordered for serving 
was rotten. Meat was found in the cooler in bad condition, unfit for 
human consumption, as was the case with other foods. Unsanitary 
conditions prevailed in many parts of the ship. 

“According to the crew there have been neither fire nor lifeboat 
drills for over six months. Lifeboats appeared in poor condition, and 
it was doubtful whether they could be swung over the side in case 
of need.” 

Giving greater priority to the welfare of workers than to the 
profits of ship owners, the ministers concluded with general and 
public recommendations: 

“Because of the replacement of legitimate and sound merchant 
fleets with non-descript shipping such as the ‘Riviera’ typifies, 

“Because of the consequent lowering of standards of merchant sea 
men everywhere, 

“We vigorously protest this practice and call upon our elected 
representatives and Senators for a thorough investigation and public 
report of 

1. American and foreign shipping interests working under the 

flag of some other nation, such as Liberia and Panama 

2. How Liberty ships costing the American tax payer a million 

dollars or more each can be “purchased for a song” by Amer- 
ican and foreign capital and sail under such terrible conditions. 

“We call on all interested organizations and public spirited citi- 
zens to express their concern in a vital manner, either with support 
of this report or after investigation of their own. fon: 

“Believing that this practice is a grave menace to shipping at 
home as well as abroad, we call for an eradication of this wild cat 
shipping evil. . 

“Tt is our firm belief that the elimination of this practice will 
raise the standard of merchant fleets and merchant seamen in Amer- 
ica as well as the entire world. : a 

“We respectfully submit this report to our Maritime Commission 
and to the proper authorities of the United Nations for full investiga- 
tion and public report.” 
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE ELECTION SEASON 


From Walt Whitman’s ‘‘Democratic Vistas,” completed in 1870 


Serving God or Mammon? 


Society, in these States, is cankered, crude, superstitious, and 
rotten... In any vigor, the moral conscience seems to me either 
entirely lacking, or seriously enfeebled or ungrown. 

We had best look our times and lands searchingly in the face, 
like a physician diagnosing some deep disease. Never was there 
more hollowness at heart, and here in the United States. Genuine 
belief seems to have left us. The underlying principles of the States 
are not honestly believed in (for all this hectic glow, and these 
melodramatic screamings), nor is humanity itself believed in... 
The depravity of the business classes of our country is not less than 
has been supposed, but infinitely greater. The official services of 
America, National, State, and municipal, in all their branches and 
departments ate saturated in corruption, bribery, falsehood, malad- 
ministration; and the judiciary is tainted. The great cities reek with 
respectable as much as non-respectable robbery and scoundrelism. 
In fashionable life, flippancy, tepid amours, weak infidelism, small 
aims, or no aims at all, only to kill time. In business (this all 
devouring, modern word, business), the one sole object is, by any 
means pecuniary gain. The magician’s serpent in the fable, ate up 
all the other serpents; and money making is our magician’s serpent. 
. . . The best class we show is but a mob of fashionably dressed 
speculators and vulgarians . . . Our New World democracy .. . is 
so far, an almost complete failure in its social aspects, and in really 
grand religious, moral, literary and esthetic results. In vain do we 
march to empire so colossal . . . it is as if we were somehow being 
endowed with a vast and more and more thoroughly appointed body, 
and then left with little or no soul. 


Democracy More than Elections 


Did you, oh friend, suppose democracy was only for elections, for 
politics, and for a party name? I say democracy is only of use there 
that it may pass on and flower in manners, in the highest forms of 
interaction between men, and their beliefs—in religion, literature, 
colleges and schools—democracy in all public and private life, and 
in the army and navy. (The whole present system of the officering 
and personnel of the Army and Navy of these States, and the spirit 
and letter of their trebly-aristocratic rules and regulations, is a mon- 
strous exotic, a nuisance and revolt, and belongs here just as much 
as orders of nobility, or the Pope’s council of cardinals. I say if the 
present theory of our Army and Navy is sensible and true, then the 
rest of America is an unmitigated fraud.) Democracy, as a para- 
mount scheme, has yet few or no full realizers and believers. I do 
not see, either, that it owes any serious thanks to noted propagan- 
dists or champions, or has been essentially helped, though often 
harmed, by them . . : I submit, therefore, that the fruition of democ- 
facy, on aught like a grand scale, resides altogether in the future. 


Inadequacy of Political Parties 


I have everywhere found, primarily, thieves and scalawags arrang- 
ing the nominations to offices, and sometimes filling the offices 
themselves. I have found the north just as full of bad stuff as the 
south. Of holders of public office not one in a hundred has been 
chosen by any spontaneous selection of the outsiders, the people, 
but all have been nominated and put through by caucuses of the 
politicians, and have got in by corrupt rings and electioneering, not 
capacity or desert. Millions of sturdy farmers and mechanics are 
thus the helpless supple-jacks of comparatively few politicians. And 
I have noticed more and more the alarming spectacle of patties 
usurping the government and openly and shamelessly wielding it 
for party purposes. 


Beyond the Parties—the People 


Over those politicians and great and little rings, and over all their 
insolence and wiles, and over the powerfulest parties, looms a 
power, too sluggish maybe, but ever holding decisions and decrees 
in hand .. . and at times crushing to atoms the mightiest ies, 
even in the hour of their pride... The average man of a land at 
last only is important. He, in these States, remains immortal owner 
and boss . . . The People ever remain, tendencies continue. 


Towards Esthetic and Social Democracy 


The political section of democracy introduces and breaks ground 
for further and vaster sections . . . Taste, intelligence and culture 


(so-called), have been against the masses and remain so. There is 


plenty of glamour about the most damnable crimes and hoggish 
meannesses of the feudal and dynastic world over there, with its 
peeecanat of lords and queens and courts, so well dressed and so 
dsome. But the People are ungrammatical, untidy, and their sins 
gaunt and ill-bred. : 


Literature, strictly considered, has never recognized the People 
...1 know nothing more rare, even in this country, than a fit scien- 
tific estimate and reverent appreciation of the People—of their 
measureless wealth of latent power and capacity, their vast, artistic 
contrasts of lights and shades—with, in America, their entire relia- 
bility in emergencies, and a certain breadth of historic grandeur, of 
peace or war, far surpassing all the vaunted sample of book-heroes 

.. in all the records of the world. : 

No current of America’s life, as shown on the surfaces of what is 
authoritatively called her society, accepts or runs into social or 
esthetic deffiocracy; but all the currents set squarely against it. 

We have frequently printed the word Democracy. Yet I cannot 
too often repeat that it is a word the real gist of which still sleeps, 
quite unawakened, notwithstanding the resonance and the many 
angry tempests out of which its syllables have come, from pen of 
tongue. It is a great word, whose history remains unwritten, because 
that history has.yet to-be enacted. 


Democracy’s Mission: Fraternity 

And topping democracy, this most alluring record, that it alone 
can bind, and ever seeks to bind, all nations, all men, of however . 
various and distant lands, into a brotherhood, a family. It is the 
old, yet ever modern dream of earth out of her eldest and her 
youngest, her fond philosophers and poets. Not that half only, indi- 
vidualism, which isolates. There is another half, which is adhesive- 
ness or love, that fuses, ties and aggregates, making the races com- 
rades, and fraternizing all. Both are to be vitalized by religion. 

It is to the development, identification, and general prevalence of 
that fervid comradeship that I look for the counterbalance and off- 
set of our materialistic and vulgar American democracy, and for the 
spiritualization thereof .. . I say democracy infers such loving com- 
radeship as its most inevitable twin or counterpart, without which 
it will be incomplete, in vain, and incapable of perpetuating itself. 


Call to Independent Political Participation 

To be a voter with the rest is not so much; and this, like every 
institute, will have its imperfections. But to become an enfranchised 
man, and now, impediments removed, to stand and start without 
humiliation, and equal with the rest, to commence, or have the road 
cleared to commence, the grand experiment of development, whose 
end (perhaps requiring several generations), may be the forming of 
a full grown man or woman—that és something. 

The democratic formula is the only safe and presetvative one for 
coming times. We endow the masses with the suffrage for their own ~ 
sake, no doubt; then, perhaps still more, from another viewpoint, 
for community’s sake. 

It is the fashion among dilletants and fops (perhaps I myself am 
not guiltless) to decry the whole formulation of the active politics 
of America, as beyond redemption, and to be carefully kept away 
from. See you that you do not fall into this error. America, it may 
be, is doing very well upon the whole, notwithstanding these antics 
of the parties and their leaders, these half-brained nominees, the 
many ignorant ballots, and many elected failures and blatherers. It 
is the dilletants, and all who shirk their duty, who are not doing 
well. As for you, I advise you to enter more strongly yet into 
politics. I advise every young man to do so. Always inform yourself; 
always do the best you can; always vote. Disengage yourself from 
parties. They have been useful, and to some extent remain so; but 
the floating, uncommitted electors, farmers, clerks, mechanics, the 
masters of parties—watching aloof, inclining victory this side or — 
that side, such are the ones most needed, present and future. For 
America, if eligible at all to downfall and ruin, is eligible within — 
herself, not without; for I see clearly that the combined foreign — 
world could not beat her down. But these savage, wolfish parties — 
alarm me. Owning no law but their own will, more and more com- 
bative, less and less tolerant of the idea of ensemble and of equal — 
brotherhood, the perfect equality of the States, the ever ovet-arching - 
American ideas, it behooves you to convey yourself implicitly to no — 
party, nor submit blindly to their dictators, but steadily hold your-- _ 
self judge and master over all of them. = 


THE VALUES OF UNEMPLOYMENT 


Europeans have been wishing covertly for a lit 
ment as.an aid in the fight against their postwar inflations. 


